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The Road to Freedom.
The slave trade was one of the inhuman trade that existed in the early century. It is also referred to as the Atlantic slave trade or transatlantic slave trade. Took place within 16th century to 19th century. The main item of trade was African slaves, which include convicted criminals, children enticed by sweets, widows and orphans. The trade involved the transportation of enslaved black Africans from region of central and West Africa to America to provide cheap labor form there industries and farms. The blacks were more preferred for this type of trade since were cheap to acquire and resistance to disease and infections. There price was equally high, in America slaves were sold for twenty to thirty times the price in Africa, men, women, and children were crammed aboard vessels as tightly as possible to maximize profits. “The height, sometimes, between decks,” wrote one slave trader, “was only eighteen inches, so that the unfortunate human beings could not turn around, or even on their sides . . . and here they are usually chained to the decks by their necks and legs.” (Foner, pg. 291) The trade followed various routes forming a triangular trade route the most common and the middle passages. The routes in Africa was across Sahara through the red sea from the Atlantic Ocean. In these essay I will be tackling various routes used in Atlantic trade and the goods being exchanged in addition to causes of resistance. 
The trade was divided into two groups, 1st and 2nd Atlantic system. The first system involved the transportation of enslaved Africans to South American colonies occupied by Portuguese and the empire of the Spanish, the 2nd system was used by the English, French and Dutch traders to transport enslaved Africans to Caribbean island. 
The triangular trade was used to export goods to Africa from Europe including guns and ammunitions among others. The 2nd leg was used for transportation of slaves across the Atlantic Ocean to American. The last part involved the return of goods to Europe from America (Foner, 2013). They included the products derived from slave labor such as tobacco and sugarcane. The desire for European to produce excess goods created a competition in slave trade, this attracted civil rights movements creating massive rebellion and campaigns against the slave trade. 
The middle passage was characterized with massive rebellion of the slave, the rebellion was mostly spearheaded by woman. The slave owners described the slaves as lazy and ill equipped to labour. The slaves reacted by looting and sabotage. Other forms of rebellion were experienced in African following protest from the rulers such as Nzinga Mbandi, the Caribbean and marron of Jamaica. Several laws were enacted to protect the slaves but no was safe in the United States according to Foner. The end of slave trade marked the beginning of a new America but had no actual impact on the slave trade. For instance in the British colony, slave trade was banned in 1807 and later in 1830 slavery was abolished. Slavery in United States marked 50 years (Foner, pg. 169).
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